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My name is Steven Clemence, I am 23 years old and 
I was born in Brazil. When I was 13 years old, through 
my parents, I met the Neocatechumenal Way, which was 
instrumental in discovering and discerning my vocation. 
After some years struggling to accept my vocation, I was 
sent to Redemptoris Mater Seminary of Boston in 2005. 
At the beginning it was very difficult for me, because 
although I was happy to have been sent to the US, as my 
only brother is also a seminarian in Denver, I carried the 
burden of my father being completely against me following 
God’s call and I struggled a lot studying philosophy 
without much knowledge of the language. For the first 
two years in the seminary I was blindly sure that I did 
not have a vocation, and thanks to my Neocatechumenal 
community in St. Tarcisius parish in Framingham, my 
stronghold and source of encouragement throughout 
the time of the seminary, God began to open my eyes to 

realize that he had elected me before I was born. Having finished the third year of theology, I have been sent to Israel for 
one year to experience a time of mission. First I was at the Domus Galilaeae, located where Jesus preached the sermon 
of the mount and sent the apostles to evangelize throughout the world, and currently I am in Jerusalem, studying Hebrew, 
Greek, Arabic, the geography of the Bible, the history of Salvation and introduction to Judaism. This has been a time of 
infinite graces, not just to be in the land of the Lord like the first Christians, but also to visit the holy sites throughout Israel, 
learn how to serve others with love, without expecting anything in return. This time has also helped me to realize the need 
for evangelization, here in Israel as much as in the United States, and, in the six years that I have been in the seminary, 
I have never been as happy as I am now.

Steven ClemenCe’S experienCe in iSrael
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Group piCture from laSt year’S Gala Dinner at the paStoral Center

Honoring His Excellency
Most Rev. Pietro Sambi
Apostolic Nuncio of His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI to the United States



Dear friends, 
 Just a few words to guide you through the pictures that you will see in this 
newsletter. First of all, a word of gratitude to the many priests and lay people who took 
the time to visit us and to honor us with their presence. Amongst them, Bishop Donald 
J. Pelletier, the emeritus bishop of Morondava, Madagascar, spoke to us on his experience 
of more than 50 years as a missionary. He has been here recovering from surgery and 
hopes to return to Madagascar in May to continue his mission in parish work. 
 In December we brought the Christmas concert, first, to a parish in Fall River 
(Espirito Santo) – that had helped us with a fundraising activity to benefit our seminary-, 
then to Immaculate Conception parish, in Revere, and finally to Regina Cleri, the 
residence for some of the retired clergy of the Archdiocese. I hope that this activity was 
as much of benefit to the many parishioners and priests that we met, as it was to the 
seminarians for the enormous good that it did to them. 
 The March for Life at the end of January signals an important annual occurrence 
that mobilizes the entire seminary in pilgrimage to Washington, D.C., to witness and to 
celebrate the gift of Life. 
 After helping out in the vocational retreat for prospective candidates for the 
priesthood, recently our seminarians have been involved in the preparation and giving 
of catecheses taking place in various parishes in and around Boston. Other catecheses 
will begin during Lent. 
 We rejoiced to hear that on January 17th the  Holy Father sent some 220 new 
families from the Neocatechumenal Way in mission all over the world. A few days 
later I had the privilege to accompany Cardinal Sean to the international gathering of 
bishops and cardinals in the Holy Land. The meeting was sponsored by the initiators of 
the Neocatechumenal Way, Kiko Argüello, Carmen Hernandez and Fr. Mario Pezzi and 
you can read more about it here: http://www.cardinalseansblog.org/2011/02/04/visiting-
the-holy-land/ In this newsletter one of our seminarians currently in mission in the Holy 
Land shares his experience of the last few months. 
 Finally a word about our upcoming Gala Dinner that will be held on May 
15th at the Lantana Restaurant, in Randolph. This year we will be honoring 
His Excellency Most Rev. Pietro Sambi, Apostolic Nuncio of His Holiness 
Pope Benedict XVI, to the United States. I hope that you can join us for 
this occasion. 

Wishing you a holy season of Lent, 
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Sundays on the Streets. 
Seminarians prepare Lenten Mission in Brockton parish
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Pope Benedict XVI sends 220 families in mission all over the world
Volunteers from Espirito Santo Parish, 

Fall River, pose with their Pastor, 

Fr. Jim Ferry, after the fundraiser
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