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“I want to throw open the windows of the Church 
so that we can see out and the people can see in.”

Blessed Pope John XXIII

“even in our own times, the Holy spirit has nurtured in the Church a new effort to announce the 
Good news, a pastoral and spiritual dynamism which found a more universal expression and its 
most authoritative impulse in the second Vatican ecumenical Council. such renewed evangelical 
dynamism produces a beneficent influence on the two specific ‘branches’ developed by it, that 
is, on the one hand the missio ad Gentes or announcement of the Gospel to those who do not 
yet know Jesus Christ and his message of salvation, and on the other the new evangelization, 
directed principally at those who, though baptized, have drifted away from the Church and live 
without reference to the Christian life” (From the opening homily on October 7, 2012).

pope benedict XVi - synod on the new evangelization

my name is Joseph Rodriguez and, after spending almost five years at 
Redemptoris mater seminary of boston, i recently arrived in ireland 
to help found the new Redemptoris mater House of Formation for the 
archdiocese of armagh in Northern ireland. 
i am grateful for the time that God gave me in boston, during which 
i saw, time and again, the goodness of the Lord to me. i am also grateful 
to my colleagues and formators who helped me tremendously, especially 
in the first years of the seminary to wrestle with the idea of being in the 
seminary. in some ways this is a new beginning for me and although 
i still have much to learn (like convincing myself that driving on the 
wrong side of the road is right!), i can see that God was preparing 
me all along for a mission that only now is becoming more and more 
clear to me. i saw the patience and the tenderness of the Lord also 
through my Neocatechumenal Way community at immaculate parish 
in marlborough (by the way, estáis todos invitados a la ordenación – que 

será cuando dios 
quiera!), who 
prayed for me 
and helped me 
stay the course 
of my vocation. 
i remember 
how important 
it was for me 
to go door-to-
door, announcing 
the Gospel 
with another 
s e m i n a r i a n 
or with the 
brothers from my 
community. 
ireland is 
beautiful, even if 

we know that this is a difficult moment for the Church here. but we are 
helped by the example of countless priests who have left this land to go 
all over the world to announce the Gospel and we are confident that the 
missionary spirit of st. patrick continues to guide us still. my time of 
itinerancy in michigan helped me to get a glimpse of the mission and 
a taste of the unfailing providence of God in many ways. 
a special word of thanks to His eminence Cardinal sean, to Fr. tony 
medeiros, Fr. Roderick Crispo, and also to Fr. michael mcewen of 
immaculate Conception, in marlborough, for guiding me all these 
years and for showing me God’s goodness. 

i wanted to write more, especially 
about the great signs that God has 
already done for us here in such 
a short time. but i will stop here, 
asking only that you pray for me that 
i may be faithful to the trust that the 
Lord is placing on me. 

From ireland, with love for boston, 
Joseph 

From Ireland…wIth love For Boston!

Jefrey barrantes:
Oregon/Montana

andrea povero:
washington D.C.

emanuel Gonzales:
Michigan

Wellington oliveira:
Colorado

andrea Filippucci:
utah

steven Clemence:
N.&S. Carolina/Georgia
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October 18-21. Attending the annual 
“Beginning of the Year” convivence with 
Neocatechumenal Way Communities 
from the Greater Boston Area and New 
England.

Porto San Giorgio, September 13-16. 
Welcoming new seminarians Luis, Kevin, 
Mauricio and Vincenzo, Fr. Daniel 
Hennessey and Fr. Tony Medeiros.

September 2012. Street mission in 
Lawrence, to help prepare a new catechesis 
at St. Patrick’s parish in Lawrence.

Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley, OFM 
Cap., presides at the celebration of the 
‘Mass of the Holy Spirit’ on the feast of 
St. Matthew, September 21, 2012.

Ten (10) new Redemptoris Mater 
Seminaries were opened this year, 
including one for the diocese of Armagh, 
Northern Ireland.

Attending ‘Mass for Freedom’  at the  
Immaculate Conception Basilica, in 
Washington D.C., on October 14, 2012.

October 4, 2012. Following the foosteps 
of Blessed Pope John XXIII, Pope 
Benedict XVI visits the marian shrine 
of Loreto, Italy, to entrust the Synod of 
Bishops on the New Evangelization and 
the Year of Faith to the protection of the 
Blessed Mother.

”

“Since men only die once, and 
after that comes judgment, 
so Christ too, offers himself 

only once to take the faults of 
many on himself, and when he 
appears a second time, it will 
not be to deal with sin but to 
reward with salvation those 

who are waiting for him 
(He 9:27-28).

Month of November -
Remembering our deceased
brothers and sisters.

Dear Friends
We are happy to send you this newsletter at the beginning 
of the year of Faith and on the eve of the month of 
November. First of all we are grateful to God for the 4 new 

seminarians assigned to our seminary this year: Vincenzo 
Caruso, from italy; Kevin pleitez, from bridgeport, Ct; 
Luis dinnella, from Ridgewood, NJ, and mauricio 
acosta, who is from Chelsea, ma, and ‘‘walks’’ with the 
5th community of our Lady of the assumption parish, 
in east boston. Thus, together with the six men who 
are currently doing the experience of the itinerancy, our 
seminary currently has 21 seminarians from 11 different 
countries studying for the priesthood for the archdiocese 
of boston. pray for them that they may grow in holiness 
during their time of formation and remain faithful to 
God in their vocation. as we have always received generously from the Lord, this 

year it was our turn to give one of our best seminarians 
– Joseph Rodriguez, from dallas, tX – to help establish 
the newly founded Redemptoris mater seminary of 
armagh, ireland. as one of 10 new seminaries opened 
this year, it was fitting that boston, which has benefitted 
for so many years from the generosity of countless priests 
and missionaries from ireland, should be called upon to 
help the Church in this country in one of its moments 
of greatest need. you can read about Joseph’s experience 
on the last page.october always signals the beginning of a New year of 

evangelization for our seminary. besides helping out in 

some of the ongoing evangelization efforts throughout the 
archdiocese, on sunday, october 14, our seminary went 
on pilgrimage to the National shrine of the immaculate 
Conception, in Washington d.C., to attend the mass 
for Freedom presided by archbishop Lori. The basilica 
was packed and we felt privileged to join so many people 
making a public statement for the autonomy, the respect 
and integrity of our Catholic faith in the public sphere. 
Finally a word about the month of November, during 
which we celebrate in a special way our faith in the 
‘‘communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and life everlasting’’. sometimes 
the loss of a person dear to us leaves a visible and indelible 
emptiness in our lives. praying for the eternal repose of 
the souls of all our faithful departed brothers and sisters 
helps us to accept the will of God and enkindles in us the 
desire of heaven. enclosed in this newsletter you will find a card where 

i ask you to write the names of those people whom you 
would like us to remember in our prayer. if you can, please 
send us also a contribution according to your means for 
the many needs of our seminary. With prayerful best wishes for a holy month of November, 

i remain fraternally in Christ, 


