
Presbyteral  Ordination  May 19, 2018

Rev. Eric Velasquez Rev. Benito Moreno Rev. Andrea Povero

Diaconate  Ordination  April  14, 2018

institution  to  the  ministries  of  lector
and  acolyte  february 16, 2018

Rev. Mr. Przemyslaw 
Kasprzak

Rev. Mr. Maciej 
Araszkiewicz

Rev. Mr. Joseph
Almeida

Rev. Mr. Victor
Vitug II

From left to right: Paolo Strudthoff, Gabriel Hanley, 

Diego Valdez, Jose I. Montero, Giovanni Argote, 

Vincenzo Caruso, and Mateus Martin. 
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Dear Friends,
 We are happy to share with you some of the events that have 
marked the life of our Seminary during this time. After the institution to 
the Ministry of Lector and Acolyte of some of our seminarians, on April 
14 Cardinal Seán ordained Victor, Maciej, Joe and Przemek as Deacons. 
A  few weeks later, on May 19, was the ordination to the priesthood 
of 9  men, 2 for Vietnam and 7 for the Archdiocese of Boston, among 
them Eric Velasquez, Andrea Povero and Benito Moreno. As these men 
transition from formation in the Seminary to service in the parishes, we 
can say that the Lord has been truly faithful to them! Remember them in 
your prayers that the joys and trials of ministry may help them grow in the 
love of God and of the people whom they are called to serve. 
 On May 5th was the 50th Anniversary of the presence of the 
Neocatechumenal Way in the Church and our Seminary, including 
Fr. Rod and the sisters in mission (Ana, Angela, Luz and Elsa), traveled 
to Rome for a brief pilgrimage to join Pope Francis and Kiko Arguello. 
There, with nearly 150,000 pilgrims from all over the world, we expressed 
our joy to God for the Neocatechumenal Way, which Pope Francis defined 
“a gift of God to the Church of our times”. 
 Finally, last Sunday, June 3, we held our annual Gala Dinner during 
which we honored Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, Archbishop 
Christophe Pierre and Dr. Lucy Bayer-Zwirello, Chief of Maternal Fetal 
Medicine at St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center. The record number of people 
who attended the dinner is tribute to their love of our seminarians and 
a sign of support for the mission of our Seminary in the Archdiocese. For 
a viewing of pictures, or reviewing of some of the multimedia
presentations, including a homage to Fr. Rod on his 90th Birthday(!),
feel to visit www.rmsboston.org 
 With best wishes of a restful summer and praying for
God’s abundant blessings upon you and your families, I remain

Sincerely in Christ,

His Excellency Archbishop

Christophe Pierre
Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley

Archbishop of Boston Dr. Lucy Bayer--Zwirello, MD

Very Rev. Antonio F. MedeirosRector

Rev. Łukasz M. WiśniewskiVice-Rector



1. May 2, 2018. Seminarians 
travel to Rome for the 
gathering with Pope Francis

2. Friday: Rome in one day! 
Blitzkrieg tour of Vatican City 

State...

3. ...In depth visit to basilicas of
St. Peter, St. Paul outside the walls,
St. John Lateran, and St. Mary Major

7. Lunch of thanksgiving at 
Redemptoris Mater Seminary of Rome 
with Cardinals and Bishops

4. Saturday. 4AM. Departure to the 
gathering at Tor Vergata with Pope 

Francis 

5. Awaiting the arrival of the Holy 
Father...listening to Kiko Arguello, the 
intiator of the Neocatechumenal Way

6. Pope Francis is greeted by 
nearly 150,000 pilgrims from 

all over the world

8. Rome communities bid farewell to 
Boston pilgrims with the celebration 

of the Eucharist

50
Anniversary 

of  the 
Neocatechumenal 

Way

th

 My name is Kevin Pleitez. I’m 23 years and I’m from 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. I have been in the Redemptoris 
Mater Seminary of Boston for six years and I have spent the 
last two years in itinerancy. The first year, I was in St. Paul, 
Minnesota and last year in the Holy Land (Israel), first in 
Domus Galilaeae and then in Jerusalem. 
 My time in Domus Galilaeae was very beneficial for 
me because it gave me the opportunity to serve in a concrete 
way. Domus Galilaeae welcomes hundreds of pilgrims that 
come to visit the Holy Land and I got to serve them in many 
ways, eg.,  in the liturgies, cleaning their bedrooms,  preparing 
their meals, etc. During this time, I also served in the kitchen, 
preparing food for the pilgrims. Initially I asked myself what 
would be the benefit of a seminarian in formation working 
in a kitchen, washing dishes? What I learned during this 

experience was that the only way service can be learned is...by 
serving! I was on call 24/7 and this helped me to experience 
the joy that comes from letting God prepare my schedule 
and putting others above myself.  During this time of service,  
I saw that the Lord really granted me many graces. Having 
a rhythm of life in accord with Ora et Labora and being able 
to visit the Holy sites in Northern Israel, enabled me to focus 
on the most important thing, which is to have a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. During this time the Lord helped me see 
his presence in my history and to realize that He calls me to 
serve him not expecting me to be perfect; rather, to rely on 
his love and mercy.  
 The last four months were spent in Domus Mamre 
in Jerusalem. Domus Mamre is a house whose primary role 
is to host seminarians after they spend six months in the 
Domus Galilaeae. In Jerusalem, we are introduced into Judaic 
hermeneutical traditions of Sacred Scripture, the geography 
of Judea, and Islam. One of the important things of the house 
is that we are encouraged to scrutinize the scriptures daily 
and to visit the holy sites in Jerusalem; all which was a great 
help for me. Not only was it grace to be able to visit the 
holy sites and study the Jewish traditions, but also the life of 
the house, the encouraging words that I received from the 
formators also helped me to shed many of my preconceived 
ideas that I had about myself in regard to how I should be 
in front of the vocation. I came to see that the Lord calls me 
as I am, with the full package of who I am, mostly with my 
many defects and even some virtues... 
 Overall, this year the Lord showed me yet again that 
He is faithful and I am grateful for having had the opportunity 
to spend time in the land of the Lord, the place where the Word 
became flesh and where God revealed his Son to the world. 

Kevin Pleitez’s experience in Israel
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